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Welcome and Announcements

783 Take My Life and Let It Be sts. 1-2, 56
1  Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

5  Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6  Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79
Text: Public domain

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151

P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB /151

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our
Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.



Absolution  LSB 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake f
orgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Kyrie 152
[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
[P} For the peace from above and for our

salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

o)

o)

Lord, have mercy.
(P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This Is the Feast LSB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for
our
redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever
He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15-21
>0 Lorp, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my
persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake I bear reproach.
Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O Lorp, God of hosts.
"I did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
"Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?
PTherefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, I will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.
2% And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
declares the LorD.



*IT will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Timothy 2:8-10
*Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in
my gospel, *for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of
God is not bound! '°Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they
also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21-28
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'From that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never
happen to you.” *But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man.”

**Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. ’For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. **For what will it profit a man if he gains
the whole world and
forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for his life? ’For the Son of Man is
going to come with his angels in the 8glory of his Father, and then he will repay each per-
son according to what he has done. **Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Message

861 Christ Be My Leader
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005065

Sermon - Called to Serve: Why Serve?
Offering

Prayer of the Church



Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Preface LSB 160
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;

this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in

My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
1  Lord, take my hand and lead me

Upon life’s way;

Direct, protect, and feed me
From day to day.

Without Your grace and favor
I go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior,
And lead the way.

2 Lord, when the tempest rages,

I need not fear,

For You, the Rock of Ages,
Are always near.

Close by Your side abiding,
I fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding,
In peace I go.

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen

And night has come,

I know that You will strengthen
My steps toward home.

Then nothing can impede me,
O blesséd Friend;

So take my hand and lead me
Unto the end.

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005065

834 0 God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
1 O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth,
Thy living finger never wrote
That life should be an aimless mote,
A deathward drift from futile birth.



Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled
In splendor through Thy broken world.
Since light awoke and life began,
Thou hast desired Thy life for man.

2 Our fatal will to equal Thee,
Our rebel will wrought death and night.
We seized and used in prideful spite
Thy wondrous gift of liberty.
We housed us 1n this house of doom,
Where death had royal scope and room,
Until Thy servant, Prince of Peace,
Breached all its walls for our release.

3 Thou camest to our hall of death,

O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air,
To drink for us the dark despair

That strangled our reluctant breath.
How beautiful the feet that trod
The road that leads us back to God!

How beautiful the feet that ran

To bring the great good news to man!

A 4 O Spirit, who didst once restore
Thy Church that it might be again
The bringer of good news to men,
Breathe on Thy cloven Church once more,
That in these gray and latter days
There may be those whose life is praise,
Each life a high doxology
To Father, Son, and unto Thee.

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76, alt.
Text: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005065

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings
1 Gracious God, You send great blessings
New each morning all our days.
For Your mercies never ending,
For Your love we offer praise. Refrain

ref Lord, we pray that we, Your people
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim,
Through the sharing of Your blessings
May bring glory to Your name.

2 By Your Word You formed creation
Filled with creatures large and small;



As we tend that endless treasure
May our care encircle all. Refrain

3 In His earthly life, our Savior
Knew the care of faithful friends;
May our deeds of dedication
Offer love that never ends. Refrain

A 4  Heav’nly Father, may our caring
Bear the imprint of Your grace;
With the Son and Holy Spirit,
Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005065

427 In the Cross of Christ | Glory
1 In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

4  Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace 1s there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.

Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Text: Public domain

The Dismissal
P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction LSB 166
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
/A1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Text: Public domain
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This Week at Grace

Today September 3, Church Picnic
9:30a Worship, Picnic and Activities Following
Wednesday September 6
1:00 p Afternoon Quilters
5:00p Midweek for Elementary Students
6:00p Midweek Dinner
6:30p Midweek for Youth, Adults, & Confirmation Class
7:30 P  Praise Team
Thursday September 7
6:30a Men's Breakfast at Grandy’s
10:00 a Sojourners Bible Study

Saturday September 9
8:00a Elder’'s Meeting
Sunday September 10

8:00a Worship (Traditional)
9:20a Sunday School
10:30 a Worship (Blended), Installation of Educational Volunteers

Serving in September

Elders Brian Hantsche, Lindel Davis
Ushers Michael Miller, Greg Pappas
Altar Guild Gloria Dube, Azaria Dube



Grace Lutheran Church-Denison
September 3, 2023

Don’t forget...Midweek starts this week Wednesday!
Classes for elementary students (grades K-5) begin at 5 pm,
a meal is served at 6 pm, and classes for youth, adults
(resuming the study of Daniel), and confirmation begin at
6:30 pm.

NEEDED: Nursery Sunday School Teacher!! Contact April.

The Recess Retreat for students in grades 5-8 will be held at
Camp Copass in Denton on September 22-23. Registration
and the $90 fee are due to April today!

Thank you to the volunteers who welcomed, hosted, and fed
the Family Promise families who were served in August. You
are always appreciated. The next week Grace-Denison will
be hosting Family Promise is October 8-15 and we’ll host
again November 26-December 3.

Heads up! The Community Pancake Breakfast that Grace
helps to support will be held Saturday, September 16 from
8-10 am. Volunteer servers are always needed.

Jeremiah Velten has been busy planning his Eagle Scout
Project that will build a Sand Volleyball Court and Rumble
Ball Pit here at Grace. He’s looking for volunteers to help on
Saturday, September 16.

Installation of our educational volunteers (Sunday School,
Midweek and Small Group teachers) will be held next
Sunday, September 10th, at the late service, 10:30 am.



Sojourners Bible Class will be held this Thursday,
September 7, at 10 am. This class is open to all and will
begin the study of Genesis.

Help us celebrate the following important dates:
Baptisms:  Sept. 7, Kathy Smith
Sept. 9, Elianna Edge & Hannah Lee
Birthdays: Sept. 5, Ron Rupert
Sept. 7, Richard Laubhan
Sept. 9, CeAnn Lundin
Anniversaries: Sept. 5, Larry & Janet Miller

The next Elder’s Meeting will be on Saturday, September
9 at 8 am.

FYI—There are still some openings to sponsor altar
flowers. The cost is just $35...a sign-up form is in the back
of the Fellowship Hall.

If you have been experiencing difficulties reaching the
church office by email, it could be because of technical
issues that we are aware of and have been working to
resolve. Call the office at 903-465-1016 if you need to
reach us. Thanks for your patience.

Be sure to pick up a “How Can | Serve”
form, or do it online by scanning this!
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